
Community Easter Celebration 

With Holy Communion 
 

Please tune your radios to 107.1 
 

Easter Materials for Children can be found at: 

http://www.ziongale.com/easter.html 

 

Today’s service includes Holy Communion. Pre-packaged wafers and grape 

juice are available from the ushers. It is the practice of these congregations that 

all who wish to receive the forgiveness offered in this sacrament are invited to 

participate. 

 

Prelude Music 

 

Greeting 

Early on the first day of the week, the disciples of Jesus went to the 

tomb where he had been buried only to find that the stone had 

been rolled away and the tomb was empty.   

Friends, we gather here as Christ’s disciples, on the first day of the 

week, to celebrate the good news of the gospel; Jesus Christ has 

risen from the dead! 

 

Call to Worship   

Rejoice and be glad: 

This is the day that the Lord has made! 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Gathering Hymn:  Jesus Christ is Risen Today!,  - located at the back pages 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. Amen. 

http://www.ziongale.com/easter.html


Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 

freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

  



Canticle of Praise 

 

 
 

  



Prayer of the Day  

Living God,  

long ago, faithful women 

proclaimed the good news 

of Jesus' resurrection,  

and the world was changed forever. 

Teach us to keep faith with them, 

that our witness may be as bold, 

our love as deep, 

 and our faith as true. Amen.  

Amen. 

 

 

First Reading:  Acts 10:34–43 

 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and 

does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he 

sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 

Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 

Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 

he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 

the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did 

both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 

God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead.42He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and 

the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

  



Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 -- 

 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let Israel now declare, 

  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the 

righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  

 22The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

  



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:19–26  

 
19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people 

most to be pitied. 

  20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who have died. 21For since death came through a human 

being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human 

being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23But 

each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those 

who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over 

the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler 

and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put 

all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

*Gospel Mark 16:1-8 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 16th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go 

and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the 

week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had 

been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 

the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that 

the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back.  



5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 

white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he 

said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 

Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and 

Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, 

just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for 

terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon – Pastor Libby Howe 

 

Hymn of the Day – Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!  

 

*Prayers of Intercession  

Response:  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Communion:  

Please ready your communion elements. If you need elements, there 

are kits with a wafer and grape juice. Wave your hand or honk to 

get the attention of the ushers.  

 

Please carefully remove the thin plastic layer to release the wafer, 

and then the foil lid to open the cup.  

 

*Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

  



Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene…Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures forever. 

 

  



In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

With All your faithful Gathered here to worship, in their cars, lawn 

chairs, those worshiping at home and online, and all places this day   

we praise you, O God, blessed holy Trinity, now and forever. 

Amen. 



 

Invitation to Communion 

 

The risen Christ invites All, to God’s table of Grace 

Together we gather, to Eat, to Remember Jesus 

 and partake in his gift of Grace, 

 

 

Communion   

Now take your bread 

 

The body of Christ given for you. 

Now raise your cup… 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Please serve those in your vehicle or pod.  

 

Blessing  

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn:  Thine is the Glory 

 

Sending  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude Music 

 

  



Thank you 
 

Thank you to all who made today’s service possible! 

 

Thank you to Superintendent Butler and the G-E-T District for use of 

the parking lot. 

 

Sound equipment and technical support: Ron Amundson 

 

Live streaming: Pastor Joan Whitrock 

 

Ushers: Dan and Judy Byom, Bauers Family, Jacob Sorenson 

 

Stage: Peach Vehrenkamp 

 

Preaching Pastor Libby Howe, Director for Evangelical Mission and 

Assistant to the Bishop, La Crosse Area Synod 

 

Worship leadership:  

Pastor Adam Arends (North Beaver Creek),  

Pastor John Ashland (Hardies Creek and South Beaver Creek),  

Pastor Joe Iverson (Zion),  

Pastor Kary Jonas (Living Hope), 

Pastor Paul Sannerud (Blair)  

Pastor Anna Sorenson (French Creek),  

Pastor Joan Whitrock (Tamarack and Mount Calvary) 

 

Music:   

Val Feyen, Doug Feyen – singing leaders 

Kathy Meunier – organ / keyboard 

Dylan Brudos – trumpet 

 

Bulletins: 

Diana Hansen – French Creek 



 



 



 


