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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
January 18-24, 2022 

 
 
 
On behalf of the Wisconsin Council of Churches and each of the participants involved, we welcome 
you to this ecumenical gathering of voices to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. You might 
ask, what does it mean to talk about, work and pray for Christian Unity today? For us, it’s about 
honoring what unites the church across time and space – being able to come together for common 
efforts spanning differences in denomination, tradition and life experience; finding the places where 
we have shared values and hopes; offering hospitality and generosity when faced with varied 
practices. 
 
The outline of this prayer service comes from the Middle East Council of Churches, and participants in 
the service are from Wisconsin churches and neighborhoods. You can learn more about the theme in 
the post about the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on our website, wichurches.org. More 
information about participants is available at the end of this guide.  
 
As you follow along with this worship guide, the parts in bold print are intended for you to join in.  
We invite you to sing along with the chants and hymns. Sheet music can be found at the end. We 
hope you’ll enjoy this opportunity to pray with a wider expression of the church.    
 
 

L Worship Leader                R   Reader                C   Congregation 
     
 
 
GATHERING 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. PyungAhn "Peace" Kim & Stephanie Krueger 
 
L In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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L    Brothers and sisters, we are united today with fellow believers in the four corners of the world 
as we gather to pray for the visible unity of the Church. We do this with worship resources 
prepared by the Middle East Council of Churches. Our texts are inspired by the visit of the 
Magi to the new-born King, as described in the Gospel according to Saint Matthew: “We 
observed his star in the East, and have come to pay him homage.” Let us fix our eyes on the 
star that was seen in the East and allow it to lead us too.  

 
 Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving and joy, bringing all the sick, the suffering, 

the marginalized, the refugees, and the uprooted before him, knowing that God can dispel 
our darkness with his light. As we pray today for the unity of the Church, may we and our 
communities also be lights that guide others to Jesus the Saviour. 

 
 Glory be to you Father Almighty, for you have revealed yourself through your creation and 

invited all people to stand in your presence. We have seen the star of Jesus in our lives and 
have come to worship him just as the Magi did. We offer him ourselves today and we ask for 
the presence of the Holy Spirit among us. 

 
C  Unite us with one another as we come from the North and from the South, from the East 

and from the West, old and young, men and women to bow down before you and offer 
you homage, our heavenly king. Amen. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN     We Three Kings KINGS OF ORIENT 
   Bashford UMC 
 
 
PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION Rev. Elizabeth (Libby) Howe 
 
L  We glorify you, Creator of heaven and earth, for you have set the lights in the vault of the 

sky. You separated light from darkness and arranged signs to mark sacred times, days, and 
years. You studded the firmament with stars. How majestic are your works! The heavens 
declare your glory, and the skies proclaim the work of your hands! 

 
C  We glorify you, Holy One. 
 
L  We praise you, Savior of the world, for you did not abandon us despite our rebellion but sent 

Jesus to brighten our darkness and be our light and our salvation. In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all humanity. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall not 
overcome it. 

 
C  We praise you, Holy One. 
 
L  We worship you, Comforter of the sorrowful, for you accompany us in the chaos of our life 

through the power of your Holy Spirit. You light up our paths and give us wisdom and faith in 
a world of untruth and doubt. 

 
C  We worship you, Holy One. 
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L  We thank you, Giver of peace, for you send us into the world to reflect this light around us, in 
our various churches and diverse cultures and to witness to Jesus, your Word of Life for all 
people.  

 
C  We thank you, Holy One. 
 
L  May all the peoples bow before you and worship you. We have often preferred darkness, 

but you have given us light. Therefore, we come to you confessing our sins and saying: 
 
C  We confess before you that we have turned away from your ways and disregarded your 

guidance. We have disfigured your good creation and squandered its resources through 
our consumerist practices. We have polluted your rivers and seas and poisoned your air 
and soil and contributed to the extinction of many species. 

 
(Silence) 
 
C  We have acted selfishly towards our siblings. We have allowed our own needs and 

desires to prevail over our commitment to justice. We have built walls between us and 
planted the seeds of distrust towards the other. 

 
(Silence) 
 
C  We have separated people based on ethnicity, religion and gender and we have claimed 

Jesus on our side in any war we waged. Forgive all these thoughts and deeds as we 
come before you in repentance. 

 
(Silence) 
 
L  Jesus, friend of sinners, you have come in the fullness of time to redeem all the people, we ask 

you to hear our prayer and have mercy on us. Forgive us our sins and transform us into your 
glorious image so we can shine as a beacon of hope in our troubled world. 

 
(Silence) 
 
L  Friends, hear the good news! The God of all times and places, of all the universe, does hear 

our prayers, has mercy on us and forgives us all our sins. 
 
C  Thanks be to God, whom we praise with all our voices. Amen. 
 
 
CHANT Trisagion Hymn 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 
Aghios o Theos, Aghios Ischiros, Aghios Athanatos, eleison imas. (Greek) 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

Now and forever and to ages of ages. Amen. 
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 
Deacon: Dynamis! (with strength) 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 
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Aghios o Theos, Aghios Ischiros, Aghios Athanatos, eleison imas. (Greek) 
 

 
PSALM 8 (RESPONSIVELY) Ms. Angela Hicks 
 

R O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 You have set your glory above the heavens. 
C Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded  

a bulwark  because of your foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

R: When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,  
the moon and the stars that you have established; 

C what are human beings that you are mindful of them,  
mortals that you  care for them? 

R Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory 
and honour. 

C You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;  
you have put all things under their feet, 

R all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the air,  
and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

C O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
 
FIRST READING Isaiah 9:2-7 

 Ms. Lisa Jones 
 
 
CHANT  Apolytikion for the Feast of Nativity of Christ 
  Fr. Cyprian Sas 
  

Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of knowledge to rise upon the world. 
For therein the worshippers of the stars were by a star instructed to worship You, 

the Sun of Righteousness, and to know You as Orient from on high. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
SECOND READING  Ephesians 5:8-14 
    The Rev. Dr. Miranda Hassett 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia from Behold, I Make All Things New 
   Setting by Mr. Benjamin Splichal Larson 
 Video from the Eastmorland Neighborhood in Madison, featuring Common Grace Church 

(Moravian and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
 
GOSPEL READING  Matthew 2:1-12 
   Biblical Storytelling by 

  the Rev. Peder Johanson and friends 
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SERMON   The Rev. Dr. Niveen Sarras 
 
CHANT  Kontakion for the Feast of the Nativity 
 

On this day the Virgin gives * birth to the Super-essential.  
To the Unapproachable, * earth is providing the grotto. 

Angels sing and with the shepherds offer up glory. 
Following a star the Magi are still proceeding. 

He was born for our salvation,  
a newborn Child, the pre-eternal God. 

 
 
 
SHARING CHRIST’S LIGHT  The Rev. Kelsey Beebe 
 
A TIME FOR CHILDREN  Rev. Julie Wilson,  

Featuring the children of Mt. Horeb UMC - Marilyn, Ken, Lucy, Simon, Collin, Nick, & Elle 
 
 
INTERCESSIONS & THE LORD’S PRAYER  Mr. Gino Grivetti & Mr. Tristan Reynolds 
 
L With faith and confidence, we come in prayer, before God, who is 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

R The Magi came from the East to pay homage and offer special gifts from their 
cultures and countries.  We pray today for all Christian communities around the 
world in all of their diversity of worship and tradition: Lord we ask you to preserve 
these treasures, particularly in areas of the world where the presence and survival 
of Christians is threatened by violence and oppression. 

C     O, Lord hear our prayer  

R  The early years of the Lord’s life were marked by violence and massacres at the 
orders of the despot Herod. We pray for children living in places in the world where 
violence continues and where its results are tangible: Strengthen, O Lord, the bonds 
of unity and mutual love among our churches and help us to cooperate and witness 
to your holy Name. Inspire us to work without ceasing in order to defend the 
oppressed and include the marginalized. Encourage us to stand together in the face 
of tyranny and oppressive regimes as we seek your Kingdom among us. 

C     O, Lord, hear our prayer 

R After the visit of the Magi, the holy family experienced migration through the 
wilderness and became refugees in the land of Egypt. We pray for all the refugees 
and uprooted people in this world: Equip us, Lord, to show hospitality to those 
driven from their homes, and grant us the spirit of welcome to those looking for a 
safe haven. 

C O, Lord, hear our prayer 

R  The birth of Jesus was good news for all, gathering people from different nations and 
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religions in worship of the holy child. We pray for our efforts to seek harmony and 
dialogue with other religions: Lord, give us humility and patience to walk with others 
with respect on their journey. 

C     O, Lord, hear our prayer 

R: The Magi returned to their home by a different way. We pray for our churches in this 
changing world: Lord, help us to find new and creative ways to follow you and to witness 
to you so that the world may believe. 

C O, Lord, hear our prayer 

R     When the Magi saw the holy child, they rejoiced with great joy. Heavenly Father, fix our 
eyes on him so we do not lose our way. Unite us in the Lord Jesus, who is the way, the truth, 
and the life, and who has taught us to pray, saying: 

C  Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name, Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours Now and forever. Amen. 

 

PARTING HYMN Pass it On 
Bashford UMC 

 
 
SENDING AND BLESSING  The Rev. Dan Schultz 
 
L      Go now and live as children of light. 
C For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 

L      Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness. 
C Let us wake from sleep and Christ will shine upon us. 

L    Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C  Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
If you would like to support more programming like this in Wisconsin, please visit 
wichurches.org/donate to make a one-time or recurring gift. The Wisconsin Council of Churches 
connects 21 Christian traditions – 2000 churches – as well as faith-based nonprofits and secular 
partners in work anchored in courage, justice, and holy imagination.   
 
WISCONSIN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES | 30 W Mifflin St, Ste 602 Madison WI 53703 | wichurches.org 
 

 
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained 

from ONE LICENSE, License #M-401672  
. All rights reserved. 
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CREDITS 
 
With gratitude for the volunteers who stepped up on short notice amid the surge of the omicron variant of the COVID-
19 virus in order to provide a visible sign of Christian unity and a respite to weary pastors. Compilation of submitted 
videos by the Rev. Breanna Illene, Content Curator/Ecumenical Innovation Coordinator for the Wisconsin Council of 
Churches. Give thanks for your technical crew! 
 
This prayer service adapted from the text for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity jointly published by the Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity and the World Council of Churches, through the its Commission on Faith and Order. 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2022 was prepared by the Middle East Council of Churches. For further 
information on the international ecumenical text, visit https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/week-of-prayer-for-
christian-unity. 
 
We Three Kings Ms. Jesse Harrison (piano), Mr. Joe Harrison (vocals) 
   Bashford United Methodist Church, Madison 

Public Domain 
Tune KINGS OF ORIENT 

 
 
Chants of the Eastern Orthodox Church  Father Cyprian Sas 
Trisagion Hymn   Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
Apolytikion for the Feast of the Holy Nativity (Mode 4)  Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chicago 
Kontakion for the Fest of the Holy Nativity (Mode 3) 
 
Gospel Acclamation  Alleluia from Behold, I Make All Things New 
   Setting by Mr. Benjamin Splichal Larson 
 
 
Pass It On Ms. Carol Jacobson (organ) and Ms. Jesse Harrison (vocals), Madison 
   Bashford United Methodist Church, Madison 
  Contributors: Kurt Kaiser

  
Readers and Speakers (in order of appearance) 
 
The Rev. PyungAhn "Peace" Kim & Ms. Stephanie Krueger Lodi United Methodist Church 
The Rev. Elizabeth “Libby” Howe WCC Staff, SC Synod ELCA  
Ms. Angela Hicks WCC Staff, Bradford Memorial AME, Milwaukee 

Father Ciprian Sas, Annunciation Greek Orthodox 
Ms. Lisa Jones Brown Deer United Methodist Church 
The Rev. Dr. Miranda Hassett St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Madison 
The Rev. Peder Johanson WCC Staff, South Central Synod ELCA 
The Rev. Breanna Illene WCC Staff, WI Conference UMC 
Gianna and Olivia WCC Friends 
The Rev. Kerri Parker WCC Executive Director 
The Rev. Dr. Niveen Sarras Immanuel Lutheran Church (ELCA), Wausau 
The Rev. Kelsey Beebe  Union Grove UCC & Dancing Pastor Ministries 
The Rev. Julie Wilson, and Mount Horeb UMC 
   Marilyn, Ken, Lucy, Simon, Collin, Nick, & Elle 
Mr. Gino Grivetti & Mr. Tristan Reynolds Cardinal Stritch University Campus Ministry 
The Rev. Dan Schulz WCC Staff, United Church of Christ 

 
 

 


